[Treatment of massive arterial thrombosis caused by thrombocytopenia induced by heparin with local thrombolysis].
The authors report the case of a patient treated by subcutaneous injection of calcium heparin after deep vein thrombosis with floating thrombus and pulmonary embolism. She was readmitted to hospital after 16 days' treatment because of a massive aorto-iliac thrombosis due to heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (platelet count = 29.000). This thrombosis was treated by local injection of Urokinase (total dose = 7.425.000 U) over 93 hours without any major complications. The aorto-iliac circulation was completely restored to normal after treatment. Thrombotic complications secondary to immuno-allergic heparin-induced thrombocytopenia are relatively common because of the widespread use of heparin. From the therapeutic point of view, it is imperative to stop the heparin, which makes surgery very difficult, and the platelet-fibrin composition of these thrombi suggests that local thrombolysis with Urokinase is the treatment of choice in this syndrome.